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NORTHWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT  GOUNCI 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council,, 
Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  placing  before  you  my 
fourth.  Annual  Report,  being  a  report  on  the  Health  of  your  Town, 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1942.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
has  asked  that  this  report  should  be  confined  to  essential 
matters  affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  Town  during  the  year 
1942.  ' 

i 

# 

SECTION  A.  .  '  :  ■ 

•  ,  «  ■ 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

*  ’  .  *  •  >  *■  /  ,  •  , 

Area  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  ’  *2,137  acre  s » 

.  -  *  *  .  ..  &  ■  . 

Population  -  Registrar-General *s  latest 

estimate  of  population  ..  ••  18,290. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1942)  ••  5>4&0* 


Rateable  value  . •  .  • • 

■‘IV'E’.  3  1 . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


£124,149. 

£517. 5* 9d. 


The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics 
of  the  year  relate  to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for 
inward  and  outward  transfers  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births  (Legitimate  261  132  I29)Birth  rate  per*  1,000  of 

(illegitimate  1&  9  7) the  estimated  resident 

v  vi- .  population  ••  15*14* 

Stillbirths  (Legitimate  7  5  2)Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

‘ •  (illegitimate  -3  1.  2; and  still)  births  34.^4* 

Deaths  ..  ..  ..  207  114  93  Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

'  ;the  estimated  resident 

.population  •  •  11.31* 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 
General's  Short  List):- 

i  "•  •  • 

i  ;  ? '  .....  *  ^  :  •  •,  1 

No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis 
No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes 


(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  total 

-  •  (live  and  still)  births. 

i.  .  (.a  .  > 

i* 


Death  Rate  of'  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .. 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  •«  *.*, .  •• 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000'illegitimate- 
live  births  ...  •  •  •#,.».  .*• 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  •* 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  agesK  ••  ,  *• 

Deaths  from,  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  •• 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age.) 


•  • 
'ft  • 
ft  • 
ft  ft 


57.76. 

49.80. 

187.5. 

33. 

*■ 

4  ••  22.;- 


ft  ft 


2. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -  1942. 

(Taken  from  the  Registrar -General  * s  Tables). 


M. 


F.  Total . 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5e 

6. 

7. 

a, 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
2?. 
28. 
29., 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. ' 

35. 

3S. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Cerebro -Spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Gough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of -.Respiratory  System 
.Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Syphilitic  Diseases. 

Influenza 

Measles 

Ac:  Polio-myel:  and  Polio-enceph: 
Ac:  inf:  enceph: 

Cancer  of  b:cav:  &  oesoph:  (M) , 

uterus  (F) 

Stomach,  and  Duodenum 
Breast 


1 

1 

4 

1 

1 


4 

•»» 

1 


Of 

Of 

Of 


all  other  sites 


lesions 


Cancer 
Cancer 
Cancer 
Diabetes 
Intra-cran:  vase 
Heart  Diseases 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchitis.  ;; 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  . 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Debility  &  Malformations 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other 


1 

2 

,14 

1 

6 

35 

1 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

7 


3 

2 

2 

4 


Cause  s 


4 

4 
3 

5.; 

1 

9 

21 

3 

7 

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 


2 

10 


im  §3 


1 
5 
4 

2 

1 


1 

,6 

"3 

19 

2 

15 

56 

4 

10 

10 

1 

4 

2 
2 

4 
9 
1 
1 

5 
4 

2 

6 

22 

2t)7 


SECTION  B.  ~  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA . 

The  only  new  provisions  to  report  upon  were  the  setting  up  of 
two  Cleansing  Centres  in  January,  1942,  at  the  Town  s  official 
Civil  Defence  First  Aid  Posts  and  the  provision  of  transport  for  the . 
di sinf fetation  at  the  local  Isolation  Hospital  of  clothing  and  heading 
in  connection  with  the  working  of  the  Scabies  Order.  At  the  Firs 
Aid  Posts  the  facilities  offered  for. cleansing  treatment  were 
improved  upon  and  tho  whole-time  Civil  Defence  personn  pvrellent 
and  female5-  have  during  the  course  of  the  year  give^most  excellen . 
service.  It  would  be  difficult  to  pay  full  tribute  to  servi 

the  Civil  Defence  personnel  have  given  m  this  new  and  are 

unpleasant  work.  Details  of  the  verminous  pa  len  1942  also 

given  in  Section  F.  These  Cleansing  Centres  have  during ^1942  ais^ 

treated  verminous  patients  from  adjoining  o-J.r>«np-ement&  made  with 

District  and  the  Bucklow  Rural  District  under  arrangements  maae 

these  two  Councils. 

SECTION  0.  -  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTM^?  ^  THE  AREA-, 

Water  -  The  constructional  work  in  connection  with  the ^Joint^Minor^^ 

Scheme  which- commenced  in  the  year  1941  waa  ^  f  ^  Town’s 
was  in  full  operation  early  in  1942.  Two as 
supply  were  examined  during  the  year  and  both  were  repor  P 

satisfactory  by  the  County  Analyst. 


4 


3. 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  -  There  is  no  change  to  report 
under  this  heading. 


Closet  Accommodation  -  During  the  year  the  number  of  conversions  to 
the  water  carriage  system  was  1  and  the  number  of  houses  still  on  the 
conservancy  system  in  built-up  areas  is  479. 


Public  Cleansing  -  The  routine  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
and  the  cleansing  of  pail  closets,  etc,  proceeded  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  CF  THE  AREA. 

ARTICLE  2?  Hi8)  ,  SANITARY  OFFICERS  *  REGULATIONS,  1933.. 
Tabular  statement  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  Year 

- ended  31st  December,  1 9U& 


Nature  of  Inspec-  Number 
tions  made 


Number  of  Notices!  Results  of  services  of 
JServed_ Notices 


S  t  a  t  uto  ryl  n  f  o  rmalN  otice  Remain-Prosecutions 


i ^Dwelling  Houses 
(General  Inspection) 
2, Cellar  Dwel lings 
3  •  Ba c k-t o -Back  Houses 
4*Tents,  Vans,  Sheds, 

etc... 

Courts,  Yards, 
Passages 
|  6. Pail  Closets 
:  7 .Cesspools 
|  8.5ou©a  Drainage 
|  9. Ditches,  Water¬ 
courses  etc. 
tLO.  Offensive  Accum¬ 
ulations 

ill  .Keeping  of  Animals 
112. Offensive  Trades 
i!3.  a)  Slaughterhouses 
(Public) 

"  (Private) 
b) Other  Places  where; 
Pood  is  produced,  j 
or  sold 
-4. Piggeries 
L5.a)  Dairies 
Cowsheds 
Milkshops 
Factories 
Workshops 
Workplace 
Outworkers* 
premises 

17.  Bakeh  ouse  s 
(overground) 
(underground) 

18.  Common  Lodging 

Houses 

19.  Houses  let  in 

Lodgings 

20. Smoke  Observations 
21. Canal  Boats 
22!, Infectious  Disease 
Inquiries  &  Re¬ 
visits 
23. Miscellaneous 

TOTALS 


bomplicding  in 
!  with  hand 


Insti -Pending 
tuted 


b 
c 

l6,a 
b 
c 
d 


1L 


l  • 


..  .  i 


4* 


i 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING  -  The  following  table  based,  upon  figures  submitted  to  me 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  summarizes  the  main  housing  activities 
during  the  year. 

1.  -  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 
in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 


2.  -  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices: - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  con sequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 


410. 

610. 

1  (house 

demolished; 


SECTION  E. 


(a)  Milk  Supply  -  The  routine  examination  of  farms  and  dairies 
has  been  continued  during  the  year. 

52  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination 
-  24  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  26  for  bacterial 
content  and  2  for  Phosphatase  Test.  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  . 

found  in  4  of  the  samples  and  6  samples  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory 
from  a  cleanliness  standpoint.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in 
each  case.  The  2  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  examined  by 
the  Phosphatase  Test  were  both  satisfactory# 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods  -  Since  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse 

in  Northwich  w as  closed  down  on  the  31st  October*  1941 ,  to 
slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  the  District.  .  , 

The  following,  based  upon  a  statement  made  by  the  Meat  Inspect orf 
is  a  summary  of  meat  and  other  foods  inspected  and  condemne 
during  1942:- 


Beef 

487  lbs. 

-  Pork 

35  " 

Lamb 

8  " 

Rabbit 

29  " 

Mustard 

&  Cress  16  " 

Watercress  12  Bundles 

Imported  Eggs  1859* 

Tinned  Meats, 

Fruit,  Vegetable 
&  Fish  729* 


Barley 

Oni ons 

Potatoes 

Carrots 

Pears 

Tomatoes 

Plums 

Vegetable 

Marrow 


142  lbs. 

98  " 

266  " 
178/  " 

63  " 

8  « 
no  " 

8  " 


(c)  The  inspection  of  premises  in  which  other  foods  are  prepared 
has  been  continued  during  the  year. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER _DI LEASES . 

(1)  Apart  from  the  12?  notifications  of  Measles,  none  of  wjjich 
succumbed  to  the  disease,  the  year  1942;passed  off  w  fv^atment 

cases  of  Diphtheria  recorded  none  had  received  protective  tr 
against  the  disease  and,  one' -of  -them  died  at  the  local  Iso 
Hospital. 


§5 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) , 

'  during  the  year  1942.  rn~  " 


1  ■ 

- 

• 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted 

Disease 

I  r  -  ,  . 

notified 

to . 

Hospital 

jScarlet  Fever 

4i 

*$!“■ 

(Diphtheria 

9 

8 

[Pneumonia 

12 

1 

iPuerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

(Erysipelas 

1 

- 

jKeaslas 

*  •** 

127 

- 

whooping  Cough 
Perebro-Spinal  Meningitis'' 

.  5  . 

1 

5 

Total 

Deaths 


1 

1 


Diphtheria  Immunisation.  .1  I 

\  a  '  "T "  r"  ~  '  J  r  1 

The  Scheme  which  was  commenced  Jointly  in  1941  with 
the  other  three  Mid-Cheshire  Local  Authorities  was  continued  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  1942  the  total  number  of  children  known  to  have 
had  protective  treatment  in  the  Urban  Area  was  3 #137*  The  actual 
percentages  of  protected  children  by  the  end  of  the  year  1942  were:* 


under  5  years  35* 7. per  cent. 

,  between  5-15  years  92.2  u  " 

All  available  means  have  been  taken  to  try  to  raise 
the  under  five  percentage  by  film  publicity;  by  individual  letters 
to  parents  of  infants  as  and  when,  they  reach  the  age  of  one;  by  the 
distribution  of  leaflets  through  the  employers  of  the  larger 
factories  locally  and  by  repeated  visits,  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
etc.  but  it  has  proved  difficult  to  get  the  parents  of  pre-school 
children  to  come  forward  in  the  same  satisfactory  way  that  the 
school  children  have  Joined  in  the  Scheme. 

Specimens  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examinations. 


Examined  for 


diphtheria  iBacilTi 

)ther  Organisms 


Number 


Result 


submitted  [  Positive  i Negative; 

~  55  f  8  I  4$  1 


JL 


(2)  TUBERCULOSIS.  The  table  below  .  details othe  ..ages  :of.  both  new  cases 
and  deaths  from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  . 

tuberculosis. 

Rea  Cages  and  Mortality,  during  1942. - 


1 


Respiratory 

ibvb  • 

Non-Respir- 

Respiratoryj 

inn: - - — 

Non-Re  spir-[ 

Age  Periods  L 

atory 

 ...  

atorv.  ! 

1.  .'M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

... 

;  Under  1  year  1  - 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

—  i 

- 

j 

1  1  -  5  years  |-  .«? 

- 

•  *.»..•  -  -* 

- 

- 

t,  : 

•m 

!  5  -  15  ”  i  - 

I 

3  a 

1 

}  *•*  „  ^ 

1  • 

1 

— 

115  -  25  11  1  1. 

- 

- 

- 

-  --- 

- 

— 

[25  -  35  "  ft  - 

- 

- 

i  *"* 

.1 

- 

A  v*»  ’  * 

35  -  45  "  13 

1 

—  i 

mm 

r 

2 

2 

145  -  55  “  :  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 1' ;  *■  w. 

'  * 

j,55  -  65  ...  "  |  1 

X 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

1 

165  and  upwards  vd  -I 

i  * 1  1+ ).  i  - 

... .. 

- 

mm 

1 

lOTALS  15 

LJ 

i  3 

UL 

1 

4 

4 

j  J-'*"  ’  ^  '  L  ' '  ^  sP  •»,  >  ^  r  i  •*#  **•  /  -v*«  \  j  _  *%  ,  j  .  '  '  ’  ("'i  »*■'  ^  ’  .  t 

Number  of  patients  on  register  at'"  31st  December, .  1941  - 
Number  of  patients  on  register  at  31st  December,  1943 

“4"  subml  t'th^""' 


or, 


,  i  j. 


V  ‘<4  ’ 

■■'ll  h 


:..i  v.v/. ,  o  \ 
it  T' 
mis  ■’  . 


1 


r 


l' 


- 


!  t 


I 


4 


6# 


(3)  SCABIES  AND  VERMINOUS  CTESTATI ON .  t  ^ 

Here  again  arrangements'  were  made  jointly  with  the  other  three 
Mid-Cheshire  Local  Authorities  and  of  the  5  Cleansing  Centres  set 
up  in  the  joint  area,  2.  were  sited  at  the  Parkfield  and  Hartford 
Ilill  First  Aid  Posts.,  ITorthWicli.  During  the  course  of  the  year 
730  Horthwich  Urban  cases- of  vermin  infestation  -  684  cases  of 
Scabies  and  46  cases  of  Pediculosis  -  we re  dealt  with  and  personal 
clothing,  bedding,  etc.  removed  for  disinfestation#  It  has  been 
interesting  to  note  that  this  quite  large  number-  of  verminous 
cases  were  housed  in  212  separate  homes  in  Northwich#.  Visits  of 
inspection  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  been  made  in  each  case 
and  their  report  om  the  cleanliness  of  the  212  houses  was 
described  as  "Clean  or  Very  Clean"  in.  119  instances.,  .’'Moderately 
Glean"  in  39  instances  and  "Dirty"  in  34  instances.  .Also  it  was 
noted  that  proper  bathing  facilities  were  available  in  only  46 
of  the  212  houses.  At  the  time  of  writing  in  1943  it  is 
satisfying  to  record  that  all  the  efforts  made  to  combat  the 
spread  of  vermin  infestation  during  194.2  in  the  Town  of  Uorchwich 
are  no w  showing  gratifying  results  and  the  incidence  of  Scabies 
is  much  reduced. 

-  '  .  •*  ’  T. 

•  '  •  »  *  -  •  t'  '  ..  /  *  . 

The  practice  of  home  disinfection  in  casesof  Infectious 
Diseases  (including  Tuberculosis)  and  the  eradication  of  vermin 
was  continued  during  .the  year.  All  the  Schools  in  the  Town 
Vi/ere  disinfected  at  least  once  dui’ing  the  year  and  60  houses 
were  disinfested  for  the  purpose  of  eradicating  vermin. 

I  would  like  to  say  in  closing  this  report  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of  the 
Council  and  Officials  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters  which 
have  arisen  during  the  year# 

Yours  faithfully# 

W.  S.  SLATER,  MiB. ,  M.R.C.S#,  D.P.H. 
August j  1943# .  '  7, —.-Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


L 


